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PHOTOGRAPHY 

 
Technical Quality 
Are exposures correct and focus sharp where required?  
Are horizons straight when should be? Are images free of dust? 
Are horizontal and vertical images changed with smooth continuity?  
 
Appropriate to Purpose 
How well do the images support the developing theme?  
Are unnecessary, inappropriate or distracting images included? 
 

SOUND 
 
Quality  
Is the recoding clearly audible throughout and free of distracting noise?  
Is the volume appropriate or variable and/or poorly audible?  
Are sound transitions technically smooth?  
If both music and narration are used, is the balance between them suitable? 
 
Appropriateness of sound/narration 
Is the type of music/narration suitable to the theme?   
Are there variations/changes, which accompany image changes and add variation to the presentation? 
Does the narration repeat what is obvious from the images? 
If only music or narration is used is it appropriate to the purpose of the show? 
 

PRODUCTION 
 
Integration and Flow 
Are suitable dissolves used? Is there variation in the timing of dissolves?  
Are transitions smooth between images using suitable colour and compositional elements?  
Is there appropriate synchronization between images, sound track and/or special effects? 
 
Structure & Technique 
Does the beginning attract interest? Is the title appropriate to the purpose of the photo essay? 
In the middle are the images/narration/music consistent with the purpose of the essay? 
Is there a well-designed and obvious ending to the show?  
Is there an effort to complete the "package" by connecting with the images or narration in the beginning? 
 
Originality and Impact 
How fresh is the concept? Originality can be seen in the approach to the purpose,  
a selection of unusual images appropriate to the purpose, 
narration that tells an original story, images that capture the particular mood of a piece of music. 
How strongly does the show command attention?  
If special effects are used, do they add to the impact or are they distracting? 
 

PURPOSE 



 
Clarity of intent 
To entertain? To inform? To instruct? To convey emotion or a point of view? 
 How clear is the maker's intent in the show? 
 
Development of Theme 
Is the theme introduced early in the show, developed logically and consistently,  
or does it disappear and fragment as the show proceeds? 
 
Maintenance of audience Interest 
Is the viewer left satisfied and perhaps wanting more or relieved that the show is over?  
Is the length of the show suited to the content or is it too long? 

 


