
 GUIDELINES FOR PHOTOGRAPHS OF CHILDREN 
 (April 20, 2012) 
 
Purpose 
 
RHCC recognises that we all love to take photographs of children.  However, pursuant to section 
163.1 of the Criminal Code of Canada, it is now unlawful to make, possess or distribute child 
pornography.  A copy of section 163.1 of the Criminal Code of Canada is attached to these 
Guidelines. 
 
The key concerns regarding the use of images of children and young people relate to:  
 

• The possible identification of children when a photograph is accompanied by 
personal information. 

 
• The inappropriate use, adaptation or copying of images for use on child 

pornography or illegal websites.  
 

• The taking of inappropriate photographs or recorded images of children.  
 
Therefore, when taking photographs of children, the following guidelines must be observed and 
will be strictly enforced by the Club.   
 
 
Guidelines for Photographic/ Recorded Images  
 

•  Ensure parents/ guardian/ young person have granted their consent for the taking 
and publication of photographic images. The Club reserves the right to require 
production of a signed consent before permitting an image to be entered into a 
Club competition,  posted on the Club website, or entered into a competition as a 
representative of RHCC.  A sample consent form is attached to these guidelines 
and must be fully completed and signed. 

 
•  All children featured in photographs or recordings must be appropriately dressed 

taking into account the age of the child, the sex of the child, and the context in 
which the photograph is taken or the recording is made. 

 
•  The photograph or recording should focus on the activity rather than a particular 

young person.  Personal details, which might make the young person vulnerable, 
such as their exact address, should not be revealed.  

 
•  You cannot use any images of a child or young person who has denied you their 

consent.  
•  You cannot use any images of a child or young person whose parent or guardian 

has denied you their consent. 
 



•  You cannot use any images in which a child or young person under eighteen years 
of age is engaged in or depicted as engaged in sexual activity of any kind 
whatsoever. 

 
•  You cannot use any images in which there is the depiction of a sexual organ or 

anal region of a person under eighteen years of age. 
 
Eligibility for judging, presentation or display of images 
 
The competitions chair has the authority to disqualify photos that do not conform to this policy.  
This decision is at the discretion of the competition chair. 
 
Violation 
 
If any member of the Club believes that an image violates these guidelines or the Criminal Code 
of Canada, he or she has an obligation to bring the matter to the attention of a member of the 
Board of Directors immediately. 
 
Members should also be aware that the Club has an obligation to report and will report the 
making, possession or distribution of child pornography to the Police regardless of any claim of 
artistic merit. 
 
RHCC reserves the right to ban a member from any and all Club activities or to revoke a 
member’s membership if these guidelines are violated.  If membership is revoked, any fees paid 
by the member will be forfeited. 
 


